
Minutes of the Meeting of the Wells Board
January 17, 2016
12:00PM

Members present: Tom Brandt, Lynette Reini-Grandell, Lee Brant, Karen Sandness,
James Davies, Kathy Goodale,
Bob Oganovic (observer)
Breanna Schell and Rolf Lowenberg-DeBoer from St. Stephen’s Outreach (guest
speakers)

James Davies called the meeting to order at 12:10
The agenda was approved.

James Davies read the prayer for the poor and neglected from the Book of Common
Prayer.

Rolf Lowenberg-DeBoer began by telling about his own transition from the Episcopal
Church in Minnesota to St. Stephen’s Outreach. He spoke about collaborative efforts to
end homelessness, passed out latest newsletter, and described the zAmya Theater Project.

Breanna Schell described the details of the program for homeless veterans. The guiding
principle is to meet the individual’s immediate needs but leave him or her freedom of
choice. There is a new outreach position headquartered in the Minneapolis Central
Library, where a lot of homeless people stay during the day. St. Stephen’s liasons with
the downtown city attorney and police concerning homeless people who have committed
“livability crimes.” Over 200 veterans have already been housed in cooperation with
Minnesota Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

Rolf Lowenberg-DeBoer said that they saw themselves as walking with clients rather
than leading them. Still, there is much to be done, since about 200 people sleep on the
streets each night.

The business meeting began at 1:00PM.
Tom Brandt gave the Treasurer’s report and passed out copies of the 990-EZ tax form,
based on the Statement of Financial Position for June 30, 2015.

In response to a question from Lee Brant, he related the story of “restricted funds” of
$6000.. Originally intended as loan funds it was forgotten and carried over.

Motion (by whom?): Approve form 990 with a week’s delay (by the end of Sunday the
24th) with the understanding that Board members can make comments before it is
submitted.

The motion passed unanimously.



Tom Brandt urged Board members to read over the recommendations from MAP and be
ready to discuss at the next meeting, which is scheduled for March 13.

There was a motion to accept Lynette Reini-Grandell and Tom Brandt for a second three-
year term. This was approved unanimously.

Bob Oganovic was introduced as a potential new member. He, too, was approved
unanimously.

Tom Brandt was re-elected to serve as Treasurer and Jim Folk as Vice-Chair.

Tom Brandt clarified the details of the finances of the Veterans’ Day concert. The
proceeds were $9,528.40
Although Minnesota Public Radio has not yet issued an invoice, it is expected to be about
$1200, yielding net proceeds of roughly $8,100. Of this amount, $7,000 will go to the
Minnesota Veterans’ Assistance Council, and the remainder to St. Stephen’s Veterans
Outreach, above and beyond any other assistance to St. Stephen’s.

Lee Brant suggested that March meeting include discussions of investments.

There was some discussion of goals for 2016, and suggestions included

Meeting with Community of the Beloved
Another Veterans’ concert (tentatively November 13)
Easter Tree display
Bringing Bato-Bato to perform again
Urging people to bring socks and underwear for Avenues of Homeless Youth

After a round robin update of Board members’ personal news, we closed with prayer.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:40PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Sandness
Board secretary


