
Meeting of the Wells Foundation Board
November 29, 2015
12:00PM

Present: James Davies, Tom Brandt, Inez Bergquist, Lynette Reini-Grandell, Lee Brant,
Jim Folk, Kathy Goodale, Richard Helling, Karen Sandness (minutes)

James Davies opened the meeting with a prayer for the poor and unfortunate.

The minutes were approved with corrections.

Tom Brandt reported on the proceeds of the Honoring Our Veterans Concert. It has
brought in $9,248.40 to date. Expenses so far are $800 for the orchestra and piano tuning.
No bill has yet come in from MPR for publicity. Programs and printing cost around $66.
The net income to date is around $7,000.

Our own audit is in progress, but so far, everything is fine except for a couple of
questions the auditor had.

James Davies noted that the concert went well, with a beautifully performed excerpt from
a Rachmaninoff piano concerto and world premieres of lovely and appropriate pieces by
a local composer.

Inez Bergquist announced that the total attendance was 160. She was unsure about the
effectiveness of the MPR publicity spots, but there were some unfamiliar faces in the
crowd. She suggested reaching out to VFW and American Legion posts in search of
sponsors next year.

James Davies reviewed the history of these concerts, noting that the first concert attracted
only 70 people, with numbers growing steadily since then.

Lynette Reini-Grandell has preserved all the concert publicity materials on Google Drive.
James Davies will send the bulletins, and Jim Folk will contribute photos.

James Davies distributed a list of the organizations that the Grants Committee had voted
to fund.

Lynette Reini-Grandell said that the Committee held three meetings and made most of
the decisions at the first meeting, but some required more thought.

Lee Brant explained that the Committee chose mostly homeless-oriented programs, but
also those that improve job skills. New grantees include BLIND, Neighborhood House
(historic ties), and Family Partnership (Native American concerns).

James Davies added that People, Inc. applied late due to having a new grant writer and
asked the Board’s opinion about whether we should fund them.



Inez Bergquist said that it would not be fair to the other grantees and that they should be
urged to apply next year.

(Someone) asked whether we could take $5,000 from income and $10,000 from savings
without jeopardizing our financial condition? Tom Brandt said that we could.

Karen Sandness asked what this would be for.

It would be for both increases to regular grantees and funding of Episcopal Youth Service
Corps

Tom Brandt assured the Board that we already have a $9,000 surplus, so we’d take only
$6,000 out of savings.

He noted that we haven’t formulated an explicit policy on withdrawals from the reserve
fund.

Lynette Reini-Grandell explained why certain applicants were not funded.

Jim Folk moved to accept Grants Committee report with the added $5000. The motion
carried.

James Davies presented the proposal for an Episcopal Service Corps (ESC) program at
St. Andrew’s and St. Mark’s. The participants will be youth who will live in community,
perform community service, and prepare for higher education They are interested in
partnering with us and will report twice a year, which is more than most organizations.
Deacon Lisa is our parish contact.

Former Missioner for Mission (now at St. Stephen’s) Ralph Lowenstein is our invited
guest for January.

The proposal for ESC is found on Google Drive.

After a round robin session in which Board members reported their latest news, there was
some discussion of whose terms will be ending soon and who might replace these people.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Sandness


