
Organization visited

The African Chamber of Commerce

Date of visit:

May 4, 2017

Wells Foundation board member(s) visiting

● Karen Sandness
● Holly Woodhull

Staff members visited

● Martin Mohammed, President
● Luul Osman of the Hilaac Foundation
● Mohammed Mohammed, Outreach Manager for Hilaac

Key points

● Due to a mix-up in communication, we spent nearly an hour wandering around and looking at the maze-
like Karmel Mall, a collection of African-owned businesses. The majority of the shops were clothing stores,
selling garments imported from the Middle East and India, but we also saw grocery stores, snack bars,
bookshops, Persian rug shops, barber shops, and interior décor shops, among others. Many of the
shopkeepers were not comfortable speaking English, but some of the younger ones spoke English well and
were happy to explain their wares.

● The African Chamber of Commerce was founded in 2000 and Hilaac in 2015. They would like to spin off
other non-profits.

● They provide comprehensive services for African immigrants, mostly Somalis, it seems, and have a special
focus on helping women start businesses, given the large number of women who were widowed by the
violence in their home country.

● Their activities include fundraising, advocacy for the interests of African immigrants, encouraging civic
engagement, and providing medical care in a community clinic. They also have a mosque on site.

● Partnering/volunteer opportunities
● Since one of their goals is to get African immigrants set up in small businesses, the ACC appreciates

volunteers who can coach people in accounting, taxes, and other business-related topics, as well as health
education, public speaking, and English as a second language. In June, Hilaac, a charitable organization
connected with the ACC, partnered with Feed My Starving Children to pack food boxes to be sent to
Somalia. Each large shipping container cost about $7000 to send, so they appreciate contributions for
food, clothing, medical supplies and tents.


