
Organization visited

Children’s Hospital_Midwest Child Resource Center’s Runaway Intervention Program__

Date of visit

March 14, 2017

Wells Foundation board member(s) visiting

• Inez Bergquist

Staff members visited

• Pam Ross, Institutional Support Development Officer

• Mark Hudson, MD Midwest Children’s Resource Center, Medical Director

• Lauren Edinburgh, Associate Director, MCRC, Founder, Runaway Intervention Program

• Maureen Clark, Clinic Manager

Key points

• Started 2003.

• They started to operate in St. Paul area and moved recently to Minneapolis area-advocate state wide via
skype and conference call. Their team approach involving law, medical and social service is critical for
success in working with runaways and goal of returning them to their families.
They started in 2003 serving 11 children and now serve 1200 per year. There are about 300 child abuse

pediatricians – yes that is a sub specialty!-and they work primarily with them. Some run away for no
apparent reason-boredom?-but quickly find themselves involved in crime, trafficking and when/if they
return home carry the burden of those experiences, rarely sharing them with family, especially the Hmong
and Somali families.
Younger child abuse-sexual-victims are primarily inter-familial, but older teens are primarily extra-familial

• John Choi , Ramsey county attorney who is active with the issue of trafficking, is active with this program.

• 335 children served 2016-17; they are all races and all types of families

• The program is very effective and ground breaking-they consult all over the state. They are only partially
funded by Ramsey county and Hennepin County so were grateful for the grant, as private grants are an
important part of their budget

• 5 percent pregnancy rate of the children in this program, as compared to 20 percent of child abuse victims.

• This program does not work with lower IQ children, who are referred to other education programs.
Complicated to track success -it is coordinated with other programs. It is primarily middle school kids in the
program.

• Ramsey County, Hennepin County, law enforcement and social services

Partnering/volunteer opportunities

• They need volunteers to help facilitate the groups for runaways as they integrate back into their families
Very impressive work, and groundbreaking!


