
Organization visited

Four Directions Family Partnership

Date of visit:

March 9, 2017

Wells Foundation board member(s) visiting

• Karen Sandness

• Lee Brant

Staff members visited

• Diane Seurer, Program Director

• Gerri Graham, grants writer

• Sandy Klein-Mirviss, occupational therapist

Key points

• This is one project of an organization that has existed since 1878, and it was established in the 1970s.

• The facility is housed in a former Catholic school near the Little Earth housing development.

• We spoke with staff members and observed classes and activities, including language immersion and free
active play.

• The facility serves as daycare and early childhood education for preschool children, mostly Native
American, although other ethnicities are represented, from age 16 months.

• Along with the normal preschool activities, the program offers half-day language immersion in either
Ojibwe or Dakota, if the parents so choose. We saw children hearing and answering questions about a
story in Dakota and having midmorning snacks in Ojibwe. The program also takes great care to provide for
the needs of the whole child, since many of the children have experienced trauma (abuse, neglect,
homelessness, deaths in the family, parental addiction). The children receive medical and dental care,
psychological and physical evaluations, various kinds of therapy (play therapy, occupational therapy, for
example), all with as much parental involvement as possible. In fact, every month, they have a special
activity for the parents and children to do together. When it comes time for the children to enter
kindergarten, the program works with the parents to decide which school placement would be most
appropriate and whether the child needs an IEP. We got the impression that they try to do for these
children what middle class parents do for their children as a matter of course, including giving them books.

• The staff members try to keep in touch with the children after they move on to school. Researchers from
the University of Minnesota have followed “graduates” of the program into young adulthood and found
that they are far less likely to be unemployed, incarcerated, or addicted in their twenties.

• About 72% of their funding comes from federal or state and local government sources, including Medicaid,
but they also receive money from private sources.

Partnering/volunteer opportunities

• They could use in-kind contributions of clothing and other supplies for toddlers and preschoolers as well as
money and gift certificates for children’s books. They also hold an annual fundraising dinner in the spring.
They were going to contact us about it, but the date has passed, and we didn’t hear anything.


