
Organization visited

__________________PPL (Formerly Project for Pride in Living)

Date of visit

________March 6, 2017

Wells Foundation board member(s) visiting

• ________Inez Bergquist____

• ____________

Staff members visited

• ____________Paul Williams____ [name], __________Exec. Dir.__ [title]

• _____________Joanne Kosciolek___ [name], ______Dev. Dir.______ [title]

• Katherine Pollock, Program director

Key points

About 30 years ago they started by loaning tools to people who needed to fix up their houses in the
Phillips neighborhood. They now have 169 units in 19 buildings in the Twin Cities and are building more
with the help of federal funds and small mortgages. They include supportive housing and affordable
housing. They merged with Loring Nicollet Bethlehem, a former grantee of Wells, in 2008, and have two
schools, the Loring Nicollet Alternative School, and MERC School on 19th and Nicollet.
The first Executive Director was Joe Selvaggio, a former Catholic priest, social activist and an inspiration.
The current ED is a former Deputy Mayor of St. Paul working with Chris Coleman. He has been there about
3 years.

• We met at the Brook Commons, one of many facilities they have for housing families and individuals
within an affordable housing building. They have many East African and African Americans in their
facilities, 1/3 of their total population. They work with Hennepin County, the Cabrini Partnership from St.
Francis Cabrini church in the Prospect Park neighborhood of Minneapolis, and coordinate with the shelters
and other nonprofits who serve the homeless like Simpson.

• They commented that they hardly ever hear from grantors, and were pleased to have us visit and take an
interest in them. They also commented on the fact that they took over the Dress for Success program that
was in the Wurtele house next to St. Mark’s, and talked about the plans for building a new facility on the
diocese property.

• PPL has a job training program as well as housing. Most of their facilities are on Chicago and Franklin. They
recently bought the old Franklin Theatre and will renovate that for offices. They are also building a new
building at Lowry and Lyndale on the North Side, with 75 units.

• Supportive housing moves people forward and that is their mission.

• They have many volunteers who help mentor, tutor and donate any number of things. The development
director is sending a list of volunteer opportunities and a “needs” list.

Partnering/volunteer opportunities

• Joanne and Katherine are sending me al list of volunteers opportunities and gift opportunities. They are
also open to coming to a Wells forum for the 915 education hour at St. Mark’s.


