
Organization visited Simpson Housing Services

__________________

Date of visit February 16, 2017 2 pm

________

Wells Foundation board member(s) visiting

• ______Inez Bergquist______

• _______Danielle Clark from St. Mark’s Outreach_____

Staff members visited

• ______Steve Horsfield__________ [name], ______ED______ [title]

• ________Sarah Van Dusseldorp [name], ____Grantwriter________ [title]

• Charlotte Kinzley, Director of Programs

Key points

• Started in 1981 by “nice Methodist church ladies”, Simpson has grown over the years to include 80
employees, most of whom are on site at multi housing sites with just one permanent facility-an office on
21st and Pillsbury, and an apartment building on 1st Avenue and 24th, where they have mentoring and
other services for families and youth. Simpson has facilities for single men and women, and among others,
has operated a food kitchen out of the Simpson Church on 28th and 1st Avenue-and from which church
they get their name.

• From proposal : “Simpson Housing Services (SHS) requested renewed funding
for the Children and Youth Services Programs. SHS's mission is to house, support, and
advocate for people experiencing homelessness. We accomplish our mission through emergency
shelter, transitional housing, and permanent housing programs for individuals and families. For children
in our programs, we provide support through three specific programs: the Early Childhood Program for
children ages 0-5; the Educational Advocacy Program for children pre-K-5th grade, and the Mentoring
and Youth Development program for two cohorts, K-5th graders with a focus on literacy and 5th-8th

graders with a focus on career exploration and leadership.”
• They have extensive volunteers from all over the west metro and city of Minneapolis, including many

churches. They serve homeless, who are referred to them through a network of other shelters such as
People Serving People, Mary’s Place, and others to place them in permanent housing. It is a tight group of
services who interact with each other in Hennepin County. They are funded 2/3 by public pass-through
money in the form of subsidies, and 1/3 through private individual, corporate and foundation funds.

• The program that Wells funded was the children’s services feature at 1st and 24th. Their director joined us,
Charlotte, who was a former shelter employee for another agency. The program is permanent-not a 2
year program like some federal programs. Help is given for education,
mental health, helping the parents and whatever it takes to get the family on its feet. Most of them are
single parent families with significant barriers-jobs, transportation, mental health.

Partnering/volunteer opportunities

• Simpson gave us a list of opportunities. There are numerous activities which they shared with me and
Danielle-supplies, tutoring, mentoring, children’s advocate, shelter meal provider, baby supplies, school
supplies, etc. Christina Giese is the Director of Volunteer Engagement who can be contacted for more
information.


