
Organization visited

__________________St. Stephen’s Human Services

Date of visit

_______April 17, 2017_

Wells Foundation board member(s) visiting

• ____________Inez Bergquist

Staff members visited

• ___________Gail Dorfman, president

• ______________Jodi Trost__ development director

Key points

• St. Stephen’s has been a major outreach to the Loring Park neighborhood for many years. It started at St.
Stephen’s Catholic church close to the MIA and now has moved to Nicollet and 24th.

• St. Stephen’s Human Services, a 501c3 nonprofit, helps thousands of people secure housing and other support each
year, but its beginnings were modest. In the 1960s, members of St. Stephen’s Church began offering programs for
the poor and homeless. These programs were often initially staffed by parish volunteers. Across the country,
homelessness escalated dramatically in the early 1980s due to a number of factors, most critically a national
recession, decreased federal funding to local governments by 60%, demolition of affordable housing in many major
cities, and the deinstitutionalization of mental health facilities without providing alternatives.

St. Stephen’s Church, along with ten other Minneapolis churches, responded by opening shelters which were
believed to be temporary measures to a temporary crisis. Most of these church-based shelters have since closed,
but St. Stephen’s began creating programming to assist people experiencing homelessness to access and retain
permanent housing. In 1991, St. Stephen’s launched Alliance Housing, a nonprofit affordable housing
developer. In 2002, its founding parish community determined that St. Stephen's Human Services should obtain
nonprofit status independent of the church. While our programs remain true to the social justice teachings on
which they were founded, St. Stephen’s Human Services is an independent nonprofit organization.

• They provide emergency assistance, shelter, housing, and advocacy focused on systems change. St. Stephen's serves
thousands of children, families and adults each year. They believe there is a home for everyone.

Partnering/volunteer opportunities

• Donors and volunteers are needed for shelter meals, school supplies and other items listed on the website;
contact Tess Gehring for more information on the website www.ststephensmpls.org.


