
Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Wells Foundation
July 16, 2017
Present: Inez Bergquist, Lee Brant, Bill Nelson, Lynette Reini-Grandell, Holly Woodhull, David
Schwartz, Tom Brant, Karen Sandness, Nancy Arguedas, Martha Hoover

The meeting was called to order at 12:10 PM.

The minutes were approved with corrections.

Tom Brandt presented the balance sheet for the end of the fiscal year. Anomalies in the P&L
statement were due to receipts from the dissolution of the Jaffray Trust and the timing of
donations from the Goodale family fund. The “conferences and meetings” line includes items
such as lunches for regular board meetings, and the “miscellaneous” item includes dues for the
Minnesota Council of Foundations. The budget was approved.

Inez Bergquist noted some changes in the by-laws: The major ones are a change in the
Foundation's official address and the addition of a Grants Committee and a Communications
Committee. She will submit the paperwork to the state.

Susan Reynolds was not confirmed by the St. Mark's Council as a Board member after she made
an error in her application, so possible replacements were discussed.

Since the Goodales have given and done so much for the Board, how about making them
Honorary Board Members. Vote passed. (NOTE: Who proposed this?)

Bill Nelson proposed a gift to the Loring Park Foundation in memory of Ione Segal who was a
great friend of St. Mark’s and the Wells Foundation. A tree would be more affordable than a
bench or other furniture. There is a precedent in that the foundation did help pay for some
playground equipment in the park, so there should be no problem in terms of auditability. The
question was tabled pending further information on costs of trees or other donated items.

Inez Bergquist is researching old minutes to find out about the history of funding sources and
about the Wells Foundation's relation to the St. Mark's Foundation.

Lynette Reini-Grandell gave a report about the Grants Committee. The relevant portion of the
website is active but there are no submissions yet, which is not unusual for this time of year. Bob
Oganovic has asked if someone could submit an early request to test the system. Holly Woodhull
said that a couple of organizations have already tested and made comments, but we need to ask
another organization to be an early submitter.

Inez Berguist noted that we have already received a paper application from the Minneapolis
Council of Churches. They could be the early submitters for testing purposes.

Martha Hoover volunteered to be on the Grants Committee.

Reporting for the Communications Committee, Nancy Arguedas presented a table of tasks and a
schedule. Board members discussed ideas for Mission Sunday (or whatever it is called now) and
other ideas for promoting and publicizing the work of the Wells Foundation.

One of this year's grantees, The Bridge, will be holding its annual benefit on August 16 at St.
Mary’s Orthodox Church. Holly Woodhull will be sponsoring a table and invited all interested



Board members to attend.

The annual Veterans’ Day Concert is scheduled for November 12 at 2:00PM. Expenses have been
covered. Bill Nelson will invited General Robert Shadley to speak. James Davies and Gary
Peterson will produce the program. Inez Bergquist has contacted Minnesota Public Radio about
running ads. Karen Sandness and Lee Brant will be in charge of putting on a post-concert
reception in the Heritage Room.

Inez Bergquist will be contacting veterans’ groups to collect contributions and invite them to the
concert. Last year we received $200 from the VFW in Crystal. The Board discussed other ways to
publicize the concert.

The next meeting will be September 17.

To-do Lists:

Inez Bergquist:
1. Check Loring park trees
2. Have the MCC submit a test application
3. Talk to Kathy Goodale
4. Contact clergy

Holly Woodhull:
1. Send out information on the fundraiser for The Bridge
2. Change by-law information on the website

Nancy Arguedas
1. Contact Mary Lusk about Mission Sunday

Lynette Reini-Grandell:
1. Put announcements on the Facebook page

Bill Nelson, David Schwarz, and Martha Hoover will do Strengths Finders before the next
meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:35PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Sandness


