
519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Martin Mohammed 
African Chamber of Commerce 
2751 Hennepin Ave. S., Suite 142 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
martinm2050@gmail.com

Dear Martin Mohammed: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding for 
general operating support.  Although impressed by your organization, after careful 
consideration the Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Carol Fury, CEO 
EquipALife 
5563 Pioneer Creek Drive, Suite A 
Maple Plain, MN 55359 
cfury@equipalife.org

Dear Carol Fury: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding for your 
Grants to Individuals Program.  Although impressed by your organization, after 
careful consideration the Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Lilia Panteleeva 
Executive Director 
Children’s Law Center of Minnesota 
450 Syndicate Street North, Suite 315 
St. Paul, MN 55410 
lilia@clcmn.org

Dear Lilia Panteleeva: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding to 
support ongoing operations and increased capacity for legal services. Although 
impressed by your organization, after careful consideration the Board has declined 
your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Linda Wiza 
The Dwelling Place 
940 - 44th Avenue NE, Unit #21307 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421-3293 
linda.wiza@thedwellingplaceshelter.org 

Dear Linda Wiza: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding to 
support your housing needs. Although impressed by your organization, after careful 
consideration the Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Tarabi Jama 
Executive Director 
Gateway Institute for Research and Development 
2614 Nicolet Ave. S., Suite 211 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
tjama@gatewaydevelopment.org

Dear Tarabi Jama: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding for 
entrepreneurship development. Although impressed by your organization, after 
careful consideration the Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Shawn Morrison 
Executive Director 
Good in the ‘Hood 
1630 E. 90th Street 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
shawn@goodinthehood.org

Dear Shawn Morrison: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding for 
general operating support. Although impressed by your organization, after careful 
consideration the Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Steve Gustafson 
Sr.  Development Officer 
Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches 
1001 East Lake Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
sgustafson@gmcc.com

Dear Steve Gustafson: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding for 
general operating support in your mission “Uniting People of Faith – Serving People 
in Need.” Although impressed by your organization, after careful consideration the 
Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Chris Ohland 
Keystone Community Services 
2000 St. Anthony Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
cohland@keystoneservices.org

Dear Chris Ohland: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding to 
support your Teen Tutor program. Although impressed by your organization, after 
careful consideration the Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Mike Manhard 
Executive Director 
MESH (Metro-wide Engagement on Shelter and Housing) 
740 E. 17th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
mike@mesh-mn.org 

Dear Mike Manhard: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding to 
secure a matching amount from a challenge grant from the Otto Bremer Foundation 
that will enable MESH to work with communities across Minnesota to enhance and 
expand their ability to prevent and end homelessness. Although impressed by your 
organization, after careful consideration the Board has declined your funding 
request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Farrah Osman 
Mothers Tutoring Academy 
1612 Como Ave., Suite B2 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
farrahosman40@gmail.com 

Dear Farrah Osman: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding to help 
children develop the literacy and cultural skills needed to become successful 
students in the U.S. education system. Although impressed by your organization, 
after careful consideration the Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Elisa Pluhar 
Director of Development & Communications 
Neighborhood Development Center 
663 University Avenue, Suite 200 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
epluhar@ndc-mn.org 

Dear Elisa Pluhar: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding for your 
2018 entrepreneurship training and technical assistance programs. Although 
impressed by your organization, after careful consideration the Board has declined 
your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Mary Geissler 
Neighborhood House 
179 Robie Street East 
St. Paul, MN 55107 
mgeissler@neighb.org 

Dear Mary Geissler: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding to 
support your Family Centers programming. Although impressed by your 
organization, after careful consideration the Board has declined your funding 
request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Shruthi Kamisetty 
Our Saviours Community Services 
2315 Chicago Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
shruthi@oscs-mn.org 

Dear Shruthi Kamisetty: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding to assist 
in transitioning your housing program. Although impressed by your organization, 
after careful consideration the Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Jeannie Seeley-Smith 
President/CEO 
Perspectives, Inc. 
3381 Gorham Avenue 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
jss@perspectives-family.org 

Dear Jeannie Seeley-Smith: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding for your 
mission “Breaking Cycles for At-Risk Families and Children for Total Family 
Recovery.” Although impressed by your organization, after careful consideration the 
Board has declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 



519 Oak Grove Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

December 18, 2017 

Michaela Brown 
Grants Manager 
Rebuilding Together Twin Cities 
1050 SE 33rd Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
m.brown@rebuildingtogether-twincities.org 

Dear Michaela Brown: 

Thank you for your application to the Wells Foundation requesting funding in your 
mission of bringing volunteers and communities together to improve the homes, 
lives, and neighborhoods of homeowners in need throughout the Twin Cities. 
Although impressed by your organization, after careful consideration the Board has 
declined your funding request. 

Your organization’s work in addressing community issues is important and 
admirable. Unfortunately, we received requests far in excess of our available funds 
leading to difficult decisions. 

We appreciate the time and effort expended in preparing the application, and wish 
you the best with your program.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions about our decision.  

Sincerely, 

Lynette Reini-Grandell 
Grants Committee Chair 
grants@wellsfound.org 
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