
Meeting of the Wells Board 
January 28, 2018 

Present: James Davies, Lynette Reini-Grandell, Holly Woodhull, Tom Brandt, David Schwarz, 
Inez Bergquist, Lee Brant, Bill Nelson, Martha Hoover, Nancy Arguedas, Karen Sandness 

The meeting was called to order at 12:15. 

Inez Bergquist thanked James Davies for his seven years of service to the Wells Board. People 
offered individual remarks and thanks, and James gave his own remarks and thanks and thoughts 
about the future of the Board. 

The minutes were accepted with corrections. 

Tom Brandt reported that there was nothing unexpected in the financial report. All money has 
gone out to grantees. Grant applicants received $90,500, and St. Stephen’s and the Minnesota 
Assistance Council for Veterans each received $3,500.  

Nancy Arguedas asked about the net proceeds of the concert after expenses. Tom Brandt said that 
they were a little under $7000, so contributions were rounded up to $3500. Expenses were up 
from previous years because of the honorarium to the soloist and payment to Naomi Gordon for 
miscellaneous tasks.  

MAP is in the process of reviewing our finances and focused in on the loan to Urban Homeworks. 
Tom Brandt drafted the extended repayment plan and neglected to include $72 accrued interest. 
Tom Brandt noted that Urban Homeworks is making all their payments on schedule. Bill Nelson 
moved that we forgive that $72. The motion passed.  

PROPEL (formerly MAP) will no longer prepare 990s and Attorney General’s reports for 
nonprofits unless they are in charge of all bookkeeping and financial recordkeeping. It may be 
possible to find someone who will provide these services for less money than PROPEL. 

The treasurer’s report was accepted.  

The Board voted to nominate Inez Bergquist and Bill Nelson for another 3-year term, with Inez 
Bergquist as president, Lynette Reini-Grandell as vice-president, Karen Sandness as secretary, 
and David Schwartz as treasurer.  

Future meeting dates for 2018 are April 8, June 3, September 23, October 28, and November 18.   

Inez Bergquist shared old newspaper clipping about Charles M. Harrington's bequest to Wells 

She reported that she has sat down with Larry Swandby to discuss the financial relationship with 
St. Mark’s Foundation. It is not clear exactly what the agreement between the two foundations is, 
and she wants to look over documents clarifying agreements.  

James Davies recalled that he and Tom Brandt had to take the initiative in getting themselves 
invited to meetings of the St. Mark’s Foundation. The Wells Foundation is concerned about its 
funds being used for things other than help for people in need. 



Inez Bergquist identified the key issue as follows: Does the St. Mark's Foundation just invest the 
Wells Foundation money on behalf of Wells, or do they put all the funds together and just give 
the Wells Foundation a percentage of what they have? 

She has looked at the Wells Board minutes back to 1957. There are a couple of documents that 
say that Wells funds are not to be used for cathedral expenses, and yet, this seems to have 
happened on occasion. In addition, Holly Woodhull agreed that we need an agreement to separate 
our funds and stop the St. Mark's Foundation from using Wells funds for other purposes. 

David Schwarz added that we should make it clear what may be done with the Wells 
Foundation's money in the future. 

James Davies suggested that the newly hired fundraiser for St. Mark’s should meet with Wells to 
become aware of our role 

Initial planning for the 2018 Veteran’s Day Concert has begun. The speakers and the orchestra 
are available. James Davies and Inez Bergquist had dinner with Kathy Goodale to discuss 
sponsorship.  

Lynette Reini-Grandell, Nancy Arguedas, and Holly Woodhull will be coordinating the Grantees’ 
Forum, which is scheduled for February 25, right after the service in Heritage Room, which has 
audiovisual capabilities, if grantees want it. Four different organizations will be present to talk 
about their work. There will be an e-mail blast, bulletin placement, and posters.  

Nancy Arguedas asked each Board member to bring at least three people. Martha Hoover 
volunteered to coordinate refreshments.  

The next meeting will be on April 8, 2018. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Sandness 
Secretary 


