
Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Wells Foundation 
October15, 2017 

Present: Inez Bergquist, Bill Nelson, Lynette Reini-Grandell, Tom Brandt, Dave 
Schwarz, Martha Hoover, Nancy Arguedas, Lee Brant, Holly Woodhull, James Davies, 
Karen Sandness 

The meeting was called to order at 12:10PM. 

The minutes were accepted with corrections. 

Tom Brandt detailed changes in the budget. $1000 was added to concert expenses for a 
$500 honorarium for the soloist and $500 for work that Naomi Gordon has done. In 
addition, administrative expenses will include $1000, possibly less than needed, for 
Naomi Gordon, who has already done a lot of work, including thank-you notes for 
sponsors. The additions were approved unanimously by voice vote. A copy of the 
amended budget is attached to these minutes. 

Current financials show nothing out of the ordinary. The financial report was accepted 
unanimously. 

Inez Bergquist brought up the question of how many Board members we should have. 
The by-laws specify sixteen, but in reality, we have had between nine and thirteen 
members, never the full sixteen. This year’s Board is made up of eleven people plus the 
Dean. Most members agreed that the current number of eleven or a range near that was 
appropriate, and after discussion, Dave moved that the by-laws should be changed to 
state that the Board should consist of eleven to thirteen members, including the Dean, at 
any one time. The  nominating committing will decide how many people to nominate 
each year. This motion was seconded by Lynette and approved. Prospective members 
need to be approved by the Cathedral Council and by the clergy, although the latter 
requirement is informal.  

With regards to the upcoming Honoring Our Veterans concert, General Shadley is 
confirmed as speaker, St. Stephen's will send a representative to make a presentation, the 
poppies for audience members have been ordered, and the sponsorships are coming in. 
James Davies will arrange for piano tuning. There is some difficulty with inviting 
Veterans’ Home residents because of regulations about the number of attendants per 
resident and the availability of attendants on weekends. Publicity is going out to a 
number of places and publications, including City Pages, the Star-Tribune, and others. 
There have been problems in communicating with the Downtown and Southwest 
Journals, so Board members have been asked to check on them. Announcements are also 
on the Diocesan calendar and website and have been communicated through the Wells 
Fargo veterans’ affinity group. Nancy Arguedas said that Rick Simon is contacting other 
downtown churches for publicity. There was some discussion about the details of 
ushering and whether or not to have flags displayed. 



Lynette Reini-Grandell, chair of the Grants Committee announced that forty grant 
applications have been received. She will contact Committee members about possible 
meeting times. We have about $90,000 available for grants this year, and Tom Brandt 
confirmed that this should be regarded as a firm figure. 

Holly Woodhull reported that all site visits to grant recipients have been completed.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:20PM. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Karen Sandness, Board secretary 


