
Minutes for Wells Foundation Board Meeting 
1/5/20 - St. Mark’s Cathedral Heritage Room 

In attendance:   Molly Bott, Lee Brandt, Barbara Hanson, Martha Hoover, Harriet McCleary 
(Secretary), Bill Nelson, John Nuechterlein, Gene Sandler, Karen Sandness; and Inez Bergquist 
(President). 

Absent:  Paul Lebens-England, Dave Nickel, Nancy Arguedas  

Call to Order:
Inez opened the meeting at 11:45am.  A quorum was present. 
Inez began by thanking Karen Sandness for six years on the board as secretary, and Martha 
Hoover, on accepting the position of treasurer for an interim period last year.  She also 
introduced John Nuechterlein as a new board nominee.  Another nominee, Dave Nickel, was not 
able to come to the meeting. 

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made to approve the Minutes of the September, 2019 meeting by Bill Nelson.  The 
motion was seconded by Barbara, and the motion passed. 

Board Election: 
The Slate of Officers was presented:  Bill Nelson for vice-president, Molly Bott for 
treasurer, Harriet McCleary for secretary, all for a one-year term.  This slate will be for 
the first year of a three year term as board members.  Also presented for their first three 
year term on the board were John Nuechterlein and Dave Nickel. There was a motion to 
approve and elect the entire slate which was seconded and passed. 

Financial report:
Martha reminded everyone to remember that unrealized depreciation in assets will change each 
year.  Our auditor, Chris Henke, is aware of the change. There was a motion to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report which was seconded and approved. 

Governance report:
Inez reported that she, Barbara and Molly requested a meeting on January13 with the Dean, the 
cathedral treasurer and senior warden about the Harrington Trust.  The outcome of the meeting 
will be reported to the board as soon as possible.   

Veterans Concert:
The Board agreed that the Veteran’s Day Concert was a success and is a valuable contribution to 
the life of St. Mark’s.  There are two dates possible for next year’s concert, November 8 and 
15.  The church calendar will be consulted. 



Grants Committee:
Barbara, Chair of Grants, reported that the Grants Committee this year will award a total of 
$95,000, helped by the $2,300 received from the Veteran’s Concert.  Martha reported that Wells 
Foundation gave almost $100,000 in grants to NAZ partners through our grants this year. 

Site Visits:
Barbara said that we will go on site visits next summer, as they allow our clients to meet us and 
we them.  Everyone on the board will be involved.  Members will be assigned in small groups 
sometime before summer. 

Communication Committee:
The committee this year will be Gene, David and Harriet.  Inez and Gene reported Mary Lusk 
gave us a “Wells Sunday” date of Feb. 23.   

The Wells Foundation forums have had problems.  We’ve tried presenting after church, but the 
audiences are not large, and therefore don’t reach many St. Markans.  Getting a time during 
Adult Formation is preferable, but it’s already booked.  Gene will pursue alternatives. 

Future Meetings:
Inez announced that we would have four full-board meetings this year.  An online poll to decide 
when and where will be taken in order to plan the dates for the meetings. 

Adjournment:
Inez adjourned the meeting at 12:20pm. 

Respectfullyy submitted, 
Harriet McCleary 
Secretary 


